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THE NATION

THE CABINET has approved the
Transport Ministry’s action plan for
the fiscal 2016 budget, which
involves the auctioning process for
20 transportation projects worth
Bt1.796 trillion between 2015 and
2017, while around Bt58.4.35 billion
is expected to be disbursed to fund
construction of some of the projects
during the current fiscal year.

The 2016 fiscal year, which began
in October, has a budget of Bt2.72
trillion and a deficit of Bt390 billion
on expected revenue of around
Bt2.33 trillion.

The investment budget through
to September 30 next year has been
set at Bt543.635 billion.

The 20 projects are part of the
Transport Ministry’s 2015-2020
master plans, which include invest-
mentunderthe public-private part-
nerships (PPP) scheme.

“Transport Minister Arkhom
Termpittayapaisith told the meeting
that six projects are ready for auc-
tion within the first quarter of fiscal
2016, with a combined investment
budget of Bt186.307 billion,”
Sansern Kaewkamnerd, the govern-
ment spokesman, told reporters
after yesterday’s Cabinet meeting.

The projects are double-track
railway from Chira Junction
(Nakhon Ratchasima) to Khon
Kaen; two special expressways,
from Pattaya in Chon Buri to Map
Ta Phut in Rayong, and from Bang
Pa-in (Ayutthaya) to Nakhon
Ratchasima; the Laem Chabang
port-development projectin Chon
Buri province; the railway linkage
development project to Laem
Chabang port, phase 1; and the

phase-2 expansion of
Suvarnabhumi Airport.

Another 14 projects worth
around Bt1.61 trillion thatare ready
for auction during 2016 and 2017
are: a motorway from Bang Yai to
Kanchanaburi; four double-track
railways with 1-metre gauge, from
Map Ta Boa to Chira Jnction,
Nakhon Pathom to Hua Hin,
Prachuap Khiri Khan to
Chumphon, and Lop Buri to Pak
Nam Pho (Nakhon Sawan); four
double-track railways with 1.435-
metre standard gauge, from Nong
Khai to Khon Kaen, Nakhon
Ratchasima to Kaeng Khoi
(Saraburi), Chachoengsao to Map
Ta Phut, and Bangkok to Chiang
Mai; and five electric mass-transit
railways - the Metropolitan Rapid
Transit’s (MRT) Orange, Pink,
Yellow, Light Red and Purple lines.

The source of funding for the 20
projects will be from public loans
(70.46 per cent), PPP (20.98 per
cent), fiscal budgets (4.68 per cent),
fiscal revenue (3.09 per cent) and
Transport Ministry toll-way fees
(0.79 per cent), the spokesman said.

Meanwhile, of the Bt58.435 bil-
lion expected to bedisbursed tofund
thefirstsix projectsinthe current fis-
cal year, Bt1.808 billion is targeted
to be disbursed within the current
fiscal quarter, Bt11.138 billion in the
second quarter, Bt20.239 billion in
the third and Bt25.216 billion in the
final quarter.

“The measures and target disburse-
mentarein accord with the PPP fast-
track scheme, which was approved
bythe Cabinetlast month, and there
are many projects that have already
been approved by the PPP
Committee, such as the MRT’s Pink
and Yellow lines,” Sansern explained.
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