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For the past 10 years, electric train projects have always been used as a reference for political parties
in their election campaigns, but progress has been very slow. More recently, MRTA governor
Peerayudh Singpatanakul said the construction of the Purple Line is completed and 21 Japanese-
made trains will be delivered to Thailand by February 2016. Afterwards, there will be a public test run
and the line will be officially open for public use in August 2016. Meanwhile, progress has been seen
in the implementation of the other projects. So far, there are four projects in a pipeline waiting for the
cabinet’s approval including the Orange Line’s Cultural Center-Min Buri section, the Pink Line’s
Kaerai-Min Buri section, the Yellow Line’s Ladprao-Samrong section, and the southern section of the
Purple Line from Tao Pun to Rat Burana. MRTA is confident that the four projects will be open for
bidding by 2016. However, it is still uncertain whether the Pink Line will be a monorail or heavy rail.
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